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Maiden Drill Programme Commences at Issia, Targe�ng Hard-Rock Tantalum and Lithium

 

Switch Metals (AIM: SWT), the cri�cal metals company focused on tantalum and lithium in Côte
d'Ivoire, is pleased to announce the commencement of its maiden drill programme at the Issia
Project.

The programme will test two priority hard-rock pegma�te targets iden�fied across the Company's
district-scale licence package: the Zraty tantalum-bearing pegma�te target and Kabore spodumene-
bearing lithium target.

Highlights

• Drilling has commenced

• Approximately 2,500 metres of drilling currently planned across the Zraty and Kabore targets

• Zraty represents one of the highest-grade hard-rock tantalum targets iden�fied to date at Issia, with
surface samples of up to 1,230 ppm Ta₂O₅

• Kabore associated with a 1.3 kilometre lithium pathfinder anomaly and spodumene mineralisa�on
grading up to 2.8% Li₂O
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• Maiden tantalum mineral resource es�mate work at an advanced stage

Programme Details

Drilling has now commenced at Issia using a reverse circula�on (RC) rig. The drill programme is
designed to test the down-dip extensions of known pegma�te outcrops and evaluate the broader
scale poten�al of both systems.

Approximately 800 metres of drilling is currently an�cipated at Zraty and 1,700 metres at Kabore,
although the final alloca�on may vary depending on drilling results and geological observa�ons.

Maiden Tantalum Mineral Resource Es�mate

In parallel, work on the Company's maiden tantalum Mineral Resource Es�mate ("MRE-1") is at an
advanced stage. MRE-1 is focused on the shallow eluvial and colluvial targets at Issia and is expected
to be followed by addi�onal resource updates ("MRE-2" and "MRE-3") incorpora�ng the wider
alluvial drainage basin targets and, in due course, hard-rock pegma�te mineralisa�on.

The Issia Project's shallow placer tantalum mineralisa�on offers the poten�al for near-term ethical
produc�on from a stable, OECD-aligned West African jurisdic�on, at a �me of increasing scru�ny on
DRC/Rwanda supply chains.

Karl Akueson, CEO of Switch Metals, commented:

"The commencement of drilling at Issia marks an important step forward for the Company and follows
the successful comple�on of our recent fundraise.

"We have commenced drilling at the Zraty pegma�te, one of the highest-grade hard-rock tantalum
targets iden�fied within our licence package. Zraty represents a significant test of the hard-rock
poten�al at Issia and further demonstrates the broader prospec�vity of the project beyond the near-
surface resources currently being incorporated into our maiden tantalum MRE.

"We will then move to test the Kabore target, where follow-up work has outlined a 1.3 kilometre
anomaly around the original spodumene discovery, with spodumene mineralisa�on grading up to
2.8% Li₂O. Given the scale of the system now defined, we believe this is the right �me to test Kabore
below surface.

"Alongside drilling, work on MRE-1 has reached an advanced stage. Together with the ongoing drill
programme, we believe these ac�vi�es have the poten�al to significantly enhance the Company's
understanding of the broader pegma�te system at Issia and advance both its near-term development
pathway and longer-term explora�on upside.

"We look forward to upda�ng shareholders as drilling progresses and as further milestones are
achieved."

 

Photograph 1: RC rig mobilised at the Zraty tantalum target, Issia Project, Côte d'Ivoire
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Photograph 2: RC drilling underway at the Zraty tantalum target, Issia Project, Côte d'Ivoire

 

Qualified Person Statement

The technical informa�on contained in this disclosure has been reviewed and approved by Dr
Christophe Bonne� (PhD, EurGeol), who is a qualified geologist and meets the criteria of a qualified
person under the AIM Note for Mining and Oil & Gas Companies. Dr Bonne� is a Senior Consultant
Geologist working for Arethuse Geology Sarl which has been retained by Switch Metals plc to provide
technical support.
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For further informa�on, please contact:
 

Switch Metals plc
Karl Akueson, CEO
Andy Yeo, CFO
 

Via IFC Advisory

Allenby Capital Limited (Nominated Adviser & Joint Broker)
Corporate Finance: James Reeve / Nick Harriss
Sales: Kelly Gardiner / Lauren Wright/ Ma� Butlin
 

+44 (0) 203 328 5656

OAK Securi�es (Lead Broker)
Jerry Keen, Head of Corporate Broking
jerry.keen@oak-securi�es.com
Henry Clarke, Head of Sales
henry.clarke@oak-securi�es.com
 

+44 (0) 203 973 3678

IFC Advisory Limited (Financial PR and IR)
Tim Metcalfe / Florence Staton
switchmetals@investor-focus.co.uk
 

+44 (0) 203 934 6632

About Switch Metals

Switch Metals plc, admi�ed to trading on AIM in April 2025, is a mining company focused on cri�cal
technology and ba�ery minerals in Côte d'Ivoire, one of the most a�rac�ve mining jurisdic�ons in
Africa. The Company is the largest land holder covering tantalum, lithium and other cri�cal metals
prospects in the country (and poten�ally in West Africa) today.

Its core assets include Issia (Ta + Nb), Bouaké (Ta + Nb + REE) and Tiassalé (Li) projects. Issia is the
current focus for the Company as it exhibits poten�al for early cash flow through ethical tantalum
produc�on from shallow coltan placer deposits with significant scale-up poten�al (from both placers
and hard rock pegma�tes).

This informa�on is provided by RNS, the news service of the London Stock Exchange. RNS is approved by
the Financial Conduct Authority to act as a Primary Informa�on Provider in the United Kingdom. Terms and
condi�ons rela�ng to the use and distribu�on of this informa�on may apply. For further informa�on, please
contact rns@lseg.com or visit www.rns.com.

  
RNS may use your IP address to confirm compliance with the terms and condi�ons, to analyse how you
engage with the informa�on contained in this communica�on, and to share such analysis on an anonymised
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basis with others as part of our commercial services. For further informa�on about how RNS and the
London Stock Exchange use the personal data you provide us, please see our Privacy Policy.
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